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MIERM II Tutorial 
By Bill Ferrebee 
MOUNTAINEER SOFTWARE 


Part I ~ Uploading/Downloading 


This will be a short series in the proper use 
of the MIERM II Telecommunications software 
package for the Westridge 2050 modem/TS 2068 
computer combination. 


In this series, I hope to unravel the mystery 
that seems to have arisen since the release 
of MIERM II. I have been assured by 
Micro-Systems Software, developer of MTERM 
II, that the software itself is 100% 
bug-free. 
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The problem lies in the Instruction Manual 
that Westridge (Anchor) wrote to accompany 
MIERM II, A revised Manual is said to be on 
its way. : 


But until it arrives, I hope to provide you 
with enough instruction to use MIERM II a 
little better. 


The main question that arises when talking 
about MIERM is: 


"How do you Upload or Download with it?" 


The following is step-by-step procedures in 
the proper use of the Upload/Download 
options: 


UPLOADING PROGRAMS 


1) After loading MTERM II, make sure your 
PARAMETERS are set properly. These are the 
Duplex, Word length, Stop bit, and Parity 
settings. They normally should be: 

DUP: Full 


WORD: 8 
STOP: 1 
. PRTY: None 


. To change these settings, use the "S" command 


on the Main Menu. These settings ARE ex- 
plained briefly on pages 3-5 of the Manual. 
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2) Next, press "E" to Exit to BASIC. 3 
will see the familiar flashing "K" cursor. 
3) Load your BASIC program into the machi 
as normal. Notice I said BASIC. For nm 
make sure all programs you load into i 
buffer are 100% BASIC. It takes a liti 
more complex routine to load Machine ( 
programs, and we will discuss the procedi 
in a future issue. 


I recommend that you MERGE "" when load: 
the program. This is because if the prog: 
autoruns, it will: be harder to break to ; 
back into the terminal program, 

4) Once the program is loaded, ENTER: 


PRINT USR 54016 
This puts you back into the MIERM II progr. 


5) Next, press ENTER to return to the M. 
Menu. Press "D" to access the Data Buf 
Menu. 

6) Press "X" until the CON: setting on | 
bottom of the screen shows the word "HE: 
This means HEXidecimal, which is the for: 
that you will transmit your program, 

7) Press ENTER until you get to the ™M. 
Menu, and dial the BBS you want to send y: 
program to, using the "A" command. 

8) Once you have established contact with 
BBS, and have gone to the Uploading secti: 
find out what the transmit prompt is. On 
RIVER CITIES SMART BBS, it is a" " symbo 
9) After finding out the proper prompt, pr: 
CAPS SHIFI and "8" to get back to the M 
Menu. You will still be in contact with : 
BBS. 

10) Press "D: again to get to the Data Buf 
Menu. Next, press "I" to get into 
Transmit Buffer sequence. 

11) The program will ask for the prot 
character. Input the prompt you got in s' 
8, and press ENTER. Press ENTER for the n: 


. two questions on the screen as you do ! 


need to answer them, 

12) At this point, the buffer should 
"open" and ready to transmit. Press EN: 
until you return to the Terminal mode. ‘ 


11 see a lot of numbers and letters scroll« 
& across the screen, This is your program 

WFted into hexadecimal. Once the program 
nished, the buffer will close, and you 
2 done. 
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DOWNLOADING PROGRAMS 
-S procedure is a little easier to do. 


Follow Step 1 as above. 

Before calling the BBS, make sure your 

a Buffer is empty. To clear it, press "Dp!" 

enter the Data Buffer Menu. Then press 
to erase the buffer. Make sure the CON: 

Set at HEX, Then press ENTER to get back 

the Main Menu, 

Dial the BBS in the same manner as in Step 

30ve, 

when you are on the BBS, go to the Down- 

ling Section, and follow the instructions 

‘es. In most cases, the board will take 
of opening an closing the buffer for 


\fter the buffer has been closed, termi- 
your call and return to the Main Menu. 
Press "E" to Exit to BASIC, and the 
ram you Downloaded should be there, ready 


@ Save to tape. 
“-eturn to MTERM II again, simply enter: 
£ USR 54016 


that's all there is to Uploading or 
oading a BASIC program with MTERM II, 
€ next issue, I will tackle the task of 
ding and Downloading TEXT FILES, 


then... HAPPY TELECOMMUNICATING! 


® 1TS1000-1500 SOFTWARE @ 
ALENDAR~accurately displays any month 
(2K RAM) $3.95 
HDAY RECORD/PERPETUAL CALENDAR=same as 
allows storage of up to 150 
ndays, etc. on tape, (16K RAM) $6.95 
PEED GRAPHICS~Add lightning-fast, vector 
1ed graphics, 4 direction scrolls, and 
more: 100% machine-code. (16K HAM) $7.95 
OT DICE~great fun for the whole family, 
"rs decide to keep voints or risk for 
Play against the computer or up to 
yers, (16K RAM) $5.95 


$e 
$1.50 per order, ) 


TSH 


ge & Handling: 
to: SOFTGEMS, P.O. Box ug, 
Mayville, NY 14757 
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LET'S COMPARE WITH THE RS MODEL 100 -- 


Radio Shack Model 100 


SK-to 24K 

6 line by 40 Char 
RS 232 built in 
Modem built in 
‘full keyboard 
Battery power (for 
5-6 hrs) 
Cost -- 


Timex-Sinclair System 
2K up to 64K ; 

24 line by 32 Char 

RS 232 added 

modem added 

full keyboard added 

AC needed(more or less) 


Cost -- $250 for 16K 
(including modem) 


$500 for 8K 


So what is the catch? Actually there are two 
catches. To use the TS 1000 System you need 
to be near a TV (which is hard not to do in 
our society) -- any TV will do just fine, 
The other is that the TS 1000 is not quite as 
Portable. If you are handy with electronics 
it is easy to build a portable battery pack 
that will run the TS 1000 and a small black 
and white TV (3" to 5" screen) -- there are 
several articles that give easy to follow 
plans. Or you could do like I have and make 
a simple adapter so that both the TV and the 
TS 1000 can be run on a 12 volt car battery 
for a long, long time or indefinitely if you 
run it in your car and periodically start the 
engine to charge the battery. This last use 
is something that I have tried with great 
success, I don't think the "ultimate" 
portability of the RS Model 100 is that big 
of an issue -- how maby people will really 
feel like using the Model 100 while they are 
in a crowded airplane or in a taxicab?? Most 
likely they would use it in a private area, 
such as their hotel room, with a IV several 
feet away, Get my point? 


I have found my concoction to be a useful and 
versatile system (I can still play games like 
Frogger!), Most importantly, it meets my 
needs for something on which I can type my 
notes from a Meeting, save the text on a 
cassette tape and then when I get home, 
download it to another computer for editing 
and improving the format. 


One of these days the: price on a Model 100 
will be reduced to less than $300 and I will 
probably buy one- and retire my TS 1000, 
Unfortunately, I will probable miss playing 
games while I'm "on the road" and occasion- 
ally long for my "toy" computer. TSH 


PON ta 


